What is a rectal suction biopsy?

 

Rectal suction biopsy is a procedure to find out if certain nerve cells are absent from the rectal tissue. If nerve cells are absent, the patient most likely has Hirschsprung’s disease. Children with Hirschsprung’s have constipation since very early infancy and most of them do not pass a bowel movement in the first 24 hours of life. In this procedure, the doctor inserts a device in the distal portion of the rectum to obtain a tissue sample. This tissue is then examined under the microscope. After the procedure, the patient will go home and will be contacted with the results.

